Child maltreatment {#cesec10}
==================

The Institute of Medicine has released a new [report](http://books.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=18331&page=1){#interrefs10} on child maltreatment and abuse in the USA. The report concludes that great progress has been made in the area of child abuse and neglect in the past 20 years, but a highly coordinated, well supported national infrastructure needs to be set up and implemented immediately to enable further progress.

HIV drop in Kenya {#cesec20}
=================

5·6% of adults in Kenya had HIV in 2012, compared with 7·2% in 2007, according to a government survey. Mother-to-child transmission has also decreased, from 28% in 2005, to 8·5% in 2012. Officials commented that a 2007 survey prompted efforts to increase coverage of targeted interventions across the country.

Coronavirus infection {#cesec30}
=====================

The Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) coronavirus has claimed three more lives in Saudi Arabia, bringing the kingdom\'s total fatalities from the SARS-like virus to 47. According to WHO, 108 confirmed cases have occurred so far, of whom 54 people have been killed by the virus. MERS has a fatality rate of more than 51% and no vaccine yet exists.

Welsh move forward {#cesec40}
==================

Wales is to become the first UK nation to have a presumed consent organ donation policy. The Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013 comes into effect in December, 2015, and will function on an opt-out basis. A 2 year campaign will inform people about the Act. The Welsh Government hope to raise the present donation rate by 25%.
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Delhi gang rapists sentenced {#cesec50}
============================

An Indian court has sentenced four men to death for the rape and murder of a female student in Delhi last December---a high-profile case that led to violent protests across India and new laws against rape. The judge rejected pleas for a more lenient sentence despite claims the defendants had been tortured and coerced into confessing their crimes.
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South African patents {#cesec60}
=====================

A proposed intellectual property policy could overhaul the patent application process in South Africa. The country currently grants almost every patent application it receives because no patent review system exists, which leads to high drug costs. The new policy could reduce drug costs and make it more difficult for pharmaceutical companies to obtain patents.

Hospital deaths {#cesec70}
===============

Data compiled by Prof Brian Jarman (Imperial College, London, UK) suggest that the mortality rate in the UK\'s NHS hospitals might be substantially higher than in other high-income countries. In his comparisons, the UK had a 22% higher in-hospital mortality than the average of seven developed economies in 2004. By 2012, the UK had improved, but remained 45% worse than the best performing country, the USA.

Abortion in Cuba {#cesec80}
================

Unlike most of Latin America, in Cuba abortion is legal. But the legal, free abortions provided by hospitals and clinics are being severely overused by teenagers as a means of regulating birth rates. Three times as many girls abort their pregnancies than carry them, and many between 15 and 19 years of age have had one or more abortions.

Physician\'s choice {#cesec90}
===================

A [survey](http://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/health/2013/09/09/nerdwallet-health-primary-care-shortage-worsens-obamacare-students-rewarded-specialization/){#interrefs20} by personal finance comparison website NerdWallet has shown that less than half of US doctors would choose a career in medicine if they had the choice again. Physicians in primary-care roles are less satisfied than those in more specialised fields, possibly due to the fact that non-primary care doctors earn on average 65% more.

Helping Vietnam {#cesec100}
===============

The effects of Agent Orange and dioxin are still felt in Vietnam today. The genotoxic chemical agent used in the Vietnam war caused about 150 000 cases of severe birth defects, especially in the port city of Da Nang. A team of ten London doctors has travelled to the city to undertake plastic surgery and help reduce the functional difficulties experienced by some of the affected children.

Subsidies in China {#cesec110}
==================

China\'s health authority has announced an increase in medical insurance subsidies for people in rural areas. Under the new rural cooperative medical programme, the annual government grant will rise from 240 to 280 yuan for each rural resident. The scheme, which covers 800 million people, was first launched in 2003 to provide affordable medical treatment to the country\'s many rural residents.

9/11 cancer cases {#cesec120}
=================

1140 people who lived or worked near the World Trade Center on Sept 11, 2001, have since been diagnosed with cancer, according to the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Benzenes and asbestos from dust at the site are among the potential causative agents. The World Trade Center Health Program offers medical insurance to those affected.

For ***The Lancet* News podcast** see <http://www.thelancet.com/lancet-news-audio/>
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